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Introduction
The seven-branched candlestick was located
within the holy place along the south side. It was
one of three pieces of furniture within the holy
place. It was an integral part of the 'daily' service
and the priest would attend to it every day. Its
seven lamps were the only source of light within
the holy place and the fuel used in the lamps was
to be pure olive oil only. God gave a specific
weight for the candlestick and its branches, but

no dimensions or proportions. The candlestick
with its branches resembled the form of a tree.
God emphasized this symbol when He instructed
Moses to incorporate within the seven branches,
symbols of buds, flowers and almonds. This may
seem rather insignificant, or just for ornament, as
we read the old testament account, but as we
shall soon see, it has great meaning when we get
to the new testament.

There was no specific dimensions given for the
size of the seven-branched candlestick, just a
measurement of weight for the amount of gold to
use in its creation. It was to be created from a
single piece of gold weighing one talent. Now
there is discrepancy among scholars as to the

actual weight of a talent, somewhere between 72
and 129lbs. It was to be formed by hammer
blows only. While a difficult and lengthy process,
each calculated blow served to strengthen the
metal.
Atop the candlestick and each of the six
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branches was an almond shaped bowl designed
to hold a gold lamp. This lamp was daily filled
with olive oil, the fuel for each of the seven
flames. Twice each day, at the time of the

morning and evening sacrifice, the priest would
enter the holy place, trimming the wicks in each
of the lamps, assuring the flames would not go
out.

Study Questions

1. Which side of the holy place was the seven branch candlestick located? Exodus 40:24

2. The seven-branched candlestick was made of what single material? Exodus 25:31

3. How many times each day was the high priest to trim and fill the lamps? Exodus 30:7,8
Note: The daily service was carried out twice each day and included the trimming of the lamps.

4. What was the purpose of the candlestick and seven lamps? Exodus 25:37
Note: The purpose of the candlestick with its seven lamps and flames, was to give light. This

may seem like simple logic, but remember, the candlestick like all the other sanctuary components,
has a much greater and personal significance when we get to the new covenant fulfillment.

5. The burning lamps upon the candlestick was the only light in the holy place. Who did this light
represent? John 8:12

Note: Jesus is the light of the world, the source of truth and righteousness.

6. Jesus is the light, but what does Scripture say men prefer? John 3:19

7. When Jesus was on earth He said, I am the light of the world, but before He returned to heaven
who did He say was to be the light? Matthew 5:14-16

Note: The church is to be a reflection of that light which is Jesus Christ. Keep this in mind, as
we dig deeper into these symbols.

8. Zechariah had a vision of two olive trees emptying oil into the seven bowls, or lamps of the
sanctuary. What does this oil represent? Zechariah 4:6

Note: In Scripture, oil is often used to represent the Holy Spirit, such as when the high priest
would anoint a new king of Israel(1Samuel 16:13). It was the oil that enabled the seven lamps on the
candlestick to give light in the sanctuary.

9. The menorah, the Hebrew name for the candlestick, had seven branches which suggests the form
of a tree. What three objects did God specify be incorporated into these branches that further suggest
a tree? Exodus 25:33

Note: God instructed Moses to incorporate bowls shaped like almonds, buds(knops in KJV)
and flowers, but notice there is no mention of leaves. Why such an emphasis on the fruit? The
purpose of a tree is to bear fruit. A fruiting tree that bears no fruit is not living up to what it was created
to do and will eventually be cut down.

10. Jesus emphasized this idea of bearing fruit when He came to a fig tree that had leaves, but no
fruit. What did Jesus do when He found no fruit on the tree? Mark 11:13,14
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11. In Revelation 1, we find Jesus walking in the midst of seven golden candlesticks. What do these
candlesticks represent? Revelation 1:20

Note: The seven churches referred to here are the same seven churches that John wrote
letters to in Revelation 2 & 3. These seven churches represent God's true church in seven
consecutive stages of its history, from the time of its inception at the beginning of the first century, to
the end of time. The symbols used in the letters spoken by Jesus and written by John, reveal the
condition of the church at each of these stages, and also provides valuable counsel and reproof for us
living in the last days. (A brief summary of each church age is given at the end of this lesson in Exhibit
A.)

12. What goal does Jesus have for His church throughout all seven ages? Revelation 2:7,11,17,26,
3:5,12,21

Note: The goal for the church in each of the ages is to overcome.

13 Who in Scripture is first called “overcomer”? Genesis 32:28

14 What did God change Jacob's name to? Genesis 32:28
Note: The name Israel means “overcomer”. Those who overcome, the Bible refers to as true

Israelites, regardless of ethnic background.

15 What is the church to overcome? 1John 5:4,5

16 What three things characterize the ways of the world, that we are called to overcome? 1John
2:16,17

Note: It is lust, or human desire, led by the unconverted heart(the ways of the world) that is to
be overcome. These ways of the world lead ultimately to eternal death.

17 Who overcame the world first, leaving us an example? John 16:33
Note: Within these three, the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, the pride of life, we can

categorize virtually every conceivable sin. It was these three categories of sin that Jesus was tempted
with and gained victory over, during His forty days in the wilderness.

18 Just like the candlestick had fruit exhibited in its form, likewise, the church is to bear fruit. What is
this fruit that the church is to exhibit? Galatians 5:22,23

19 The source of the light from the candlestick was the oil. What is the source of power that enables
the church to bear fruit and consequently give light? Acts 1:8

Note:The fruit of the Spirit is a reflection of the character of Jesus Christ. It is this fruit that
gives light, or shows the way of salvation. It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that we can exhibit
the fruit of the spirit and thus give light.

20 What is the fruit produced by the unbeliever? The works of the Galatians 5:19-21

21 Jesus instruction to His church is to overcome. Is it possible to overcome the works of the flesh?
1Corinthians 10:13

Note: Sin is a choice, likewise obedience to God is a choice. God promises to make a way for
us to overcome every temptation.
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Conclusion

Exposing the Counterfeit

24 Is there a counterfeit “light” in the world today? 2 Corinthians 11:13-15
Note: The Scriptures plainly declare that Satan appears as an angel of light and that his

ministers claim to be righteous, but it is a deception. It is only by prayerfully studying the true, that we
will have discernment to recognize the counterfeit.

25 Is the manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit a sure test of salvation? Matthew 7:20
Note: There are two competing spirits in this world, the Holy Spirit and the spirit of Satan. How

can one know which is the source of their “gift”? The true test of a follower of Jesus is the fruit of the
Spirit. If a professed believer claims the gifts, but exhibits no fruit, you can be sure the spirit behind
the gift is not the Holy Spirit.

25 We just learned what the fruit of the christian life should be and who the source of light, or truth is.
But the myriad thousands of world religions all likewise claim to have “light”. How can we discern
between what is the true light and the false? Isaiah 8:20

Note: Anything that claims to be light and truth, but attempts to bypass, ignore, or reject the
need for total transformation of character, by overcoming sin and selfishness, we can know is of the

The burning lamps of the candlestick were the
only source of light within the holy place. Those
lamps represent Jesus Christ and by extension,
God's church, which is the only source of light in
this dark world. It is by overcoming that this light
is manifest to the world. The selfishness of the

flesh, the works of darkness in our own
characters, all that is of the world is displaced by
the fruit of the Spirit. God's Holy Spirit works in
His people to enable the character of Jesus to be
seen in them and it is in this that God is glorified.

22 Who supplies the strength to overcome? Philipians 4:13, 2:13
Note: God, in His Word has promised to supply both the desire and the strength we need to

overcome any and every temptation. We simply choose to obey, claiming the victory that is already
promised.

23 Is it Biblical to obey God? Acts 5:29
Note: Some argue that it is legalism to obey God, but this is an unbiblical teaching created by

the author of rebellion, Satan. All of the problems we face on this planet are the fruits of disobedience,
a desire to please self rather than God. The cure for it is certainly not in more disobedience. The cure
is in Christ, and He said, “If you love me, keep my commandments”.John 14:15. The goal of the plan
of salvation is to save mankind from their sins, not in their sins, and to restore the human heart back
to one of willing obedience in full harmony with the character of God.

24 We were created in God's image, to bear good fruit, or in other words, to reflect His character, not
Satan's. But because of sin, we are born with selfish tendencies. So how then can we overcome this
selfishness, sin and the world, and produce good fruit? John 15:4,5

Note: By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can obey God. Jesus is the “root” that enables us as
branches to bear fruit, or obedience. The fruit is the natural result of the branch being connected with
the root. It is the Spirit of God that keeps us connected to that Root, Jesus Christ.

25 Who gets the glory for the fruit, or light, in a believers life? Matthew 5:16
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enemy and is a deception. Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation and overcoming. He overcame
every temptation and He is our example. Without Him there is no truth or light. With Him, we can do
all things.

26 Is “following your heart” a valid test for truth? Jeremiah 17:9
Note: Feelings, or emotions are one of Satan’s most effective methods of deceiving, since they

are easily manipulated. It is the Word of God, not feelings that determine truth.

Ephesus: (31AD - 100AD) Represents the church at its beginning, from the time of Jesus
resurrection through the lifetime of the apostles.

Smyrna: (100AD - 313AD) This period in church history included persecution that lasted ten years. It
was an edict issued by Licinius that brought and end to this persecution in 313AD.

Pergamos: (313AD - 538AD) This period begins around the time that Emperor Constantine took up
the christian cause and claimed to be one of them. It was also during this period that the Papacy won
religious and political power in western Europe.

Thyatira: (538AD - 1517) It was during this period that the Scriptures were not readily available to the
church laity, and thus, the leadership found it easy to displace Biblical truth with traditions. As a result,
this period in time is often referred to the dark ages. But this period also includes the entrance of the
reformation, which served as a beginning of restoration of the great truths of the gospel.

Sardis (1517 -1755) This period is known as the church during the reformation.

Philadelphia (1755 -1844) This period can be termed the second advent awakening, as during this
period the fulfilling of the specific signs of the sixth seal of Revelation 6 began, as did a great revival
begin in North America and spread worldwide.

Laodicea (1844-End) Obviously this is the church today. Notice there is no commendation for this
church, only reproof and an urging to repent and recieve Christ. Overcoming is here revealed to be
an individual work.

Exhibit A: Approximate periods of the seven churches


